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WELCOME TO THE HIV-F SOUTHWEST PROJECT UPDATES  
 

Our project updates are shared monthly with our donors, partners, stakeholders and project 
staff primarily to inform them on project progress. It contains updates of wraparound activities 
that fall under each of the seven strategic objectives as well as some important announcements 
and successes recorded.  
If there are any updates you want included, you can send them within the last 10 days of every 
month to hivfswdocteam@gmail.com  
We hope you will enjoy reading through! 
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A)  PROJECT FINANCIAL YEAR THREE (FY3) OBJECTIVES  

 

Objective 1: Ensure provision of high-quality, continuous PMTCT services at 

all government -recognized ANC facilities in the SWR.  

Objective 2: Increase the percentage of PW tested for HIV and who know 

their results from 43% to 50% in SWR by the end of FY3. 

Objective 3: Increase the percentage of PW living with HIV who receive 

ARV prophylaxis or treatment according to national guidelines to 95% in 

the SWR by the end of FY3. 

Objective 4: Increase the percentage of HIV-exposed infants (HEI) who 

receive appropriate prophylaxis to 85% in SWR by the end of FY3. 

Objective 5: Increase the percentage of HEI who are tested for HIV within 

18 months of birth to 75% in the SWR by the end of FY3 

Objective 6: Increase the percentage of HIV-infected infants who receive 

antiretroviral treatment to 75% in the SWR by the end of FY3. 

Objective 7: Undertake advocacy and partnership building at community, 

district, regional and national levels to maximize coordination and 

sustainability of PMTCT services. 
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B) KEY PROJECT ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED IN NOVEMBER 
 
His Excellency Michael Hoza visits the EID Reference Laboratory in 
Mutengene, SWR. 
By Mirabel Ndzi 
 

On November 12, 2014, the U.S. Ambassador to Cameroon; His Excellency Michael Hoza visited 

the EIDR laboratory in Mutengene. Upon arrival, he was warmly welcomed by the Principal 

Investigator (PI) of the HIV Free SW & NW project / Director of the Cameroon Baptist 

Convention Health Board; Prof. Tih Pius together with the CDC Deputy Country Director; Diallo 

Nwando, the Laboratory Director CDC Cameroon; Dr. Judith Shang, the EIDR laboratory staff 

and senior staff of the HIV Free NW/SW project.  

Prof. Tih Pius Muffih welcomes His Excellency Michael Hoza to the EIDR Lab in Mutengene 
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As they moved into the laboratory, Dr. Judith Shang briefed him on how the laboratory was 

transitioned from CDC to the Cameroon Government and CBCHB. She told him that 

CDC/PEPFAR currently supports the EIDR laboratory through the HIV Free SW Project to 

implement its activities which are centered on PCR testing for all HIV exposed children.  

 

While in the laboratory, Mr. Masha Roland; EIDR laboratory Supervisor, took the Ambassador 

to all the work stations in the laboratory and explained to him the different activities carried 

 out in each of the rooms.  

 

His Excellency Michael Hoza, left the laboratory knowing that the laboratory is made up of staff 

from CBCHB, Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI), Global Health System Solutions (GHSS) and 

the Cameroon Government. He was informed that if intervention is well done at the level of 

PMTCT, then many babies will test HIV-negative. The PCR testing procedure was explained to 

him and he was told that, the involvement of bikers and the EID SMS printers has greatly 

reduced the turnaround time from about three months to less than one month. He saw the 

EIDR Lab Supervisor Mr. Masha Roland informs His Excellency Michael Hoza about 
activities carred out in the EIDR Lab in SWR 
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newly acquired ABBOTT machine and was told it is fast, requires less manual work and runs 

both PCR and viral load tests.   

 

In the course of the event, the Lab Supervisor presented a speech to His Excellency Michael 

Hoza in which he thanked the American people for the support they are giving to Cameroon to 

carry out laboratory activities and also purchase laboratory equipment. He also presented some 

data where he said, in 2013, a total of 6, 618 infants were tested and 363 of them tested HIV-

positive giving a prevalence rate of 5.5%. The laboratory has moved from Roche Amplicor DNA 

testing which is a manual method requiring heavy human input to an automated ABBOTT 

system.   

He mentioned that the African Society for Laboratory Medicine (ASLM) using the Stepwise 

Laboratory Quality Improvement Process Towards Accreditation (SLIPTA) checklist moved the 

ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ŀ άо ǎǘŀǊέ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΦ At the end of the presentations, the laboratory team offered 

some gifts to the Ambassador who thanked the team so much and said he feels at home. He 

encouraged the team to call on him anytime they think he can be of help. 

 

 

 

Mr. Masha Roland; EIDR Lab. Supervisor presenting a speech during the US ambassador's visit 

Photos: Namondo Ewane 
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ANC Outreach carried out in 11 Health Districts in the SWR 
By Mirabel Ndzi & Agho Paul 
 

In order to improve ANC uptake, ANC outreach activities were organized in eleven health 

districts in the SWR.  These include; Mbonge, Nguti, Konye, Tombel, Mamfe, Eyumojock, 

Fontem, Wabane, EkondoTiti, Kumba and Mundemba Health Districts. In order to cover these 

health districts the team worked from November 17 ς 28, 2014 led by Mr. Agho Paul and Mr. 

Sone Fritz. Apart from calling on pregnant women to endeavor to attend antenatal clinic, the 

team carried out door-to-door visitation in remote areas so as to identify pregnant women who 

had not started antenatal visits and offer outreach services to them. The team worked in 

collaboration with nearby health facilities whose ANC registers were used to register pregnant 

women identified.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pregnant woman does her HIV test during ANC outreach 

Photos: Agho Paul 

Team member on the hanging bridge leading to 

a village in Nyandong Health Area 
Pregnant woman located in her farm, tested & 

registered in the ANC register 


